
Will vs. Trust
a Will is a Request - a Trust is a Contract

PROBATE

HEIRS

WILL • Attorneys

• 1-2 Year Delayed 
Distribution

• Probate Fees

• Court Appointed 
Guardians and/or 
Conservators

• Maximum Estate Taxes

• Public Disclosure of all 
Assets, Debts, Heirs

• Easily Contested

• Totally Public and 
Court Controlled

LIVING TRUST

HEIRS

• No  Attorneys

• No Delays

• No Probate

• Self-Appointed 
Guardians and/or  
Conservators

• Dual Federal Estate 
Tax Exclusions for 
Couples

• No-Contest Clause

• Totally Private and 
Family Controlled

Options:
1: Do Nothing. Go through Probate. Allow the State to Distribute Assets Accordingly.
2. Create a Last Will & Testament. Go through Probate.
3. Create a Living Trust. Avoid Probate. Utilize Federal Estate Tax Exclusion. Pass Estate to Heirs.


